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Homecoming ! 



Biology Folks and Alumni. Photo by Kathy Pusey. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Dr. Victor Miriel was inducted into 
the freshman honor society, Phi Eta 
Sigma, for making a significant 
impact on the freshman experience. 
Students recommended Dr. Miriel 
because of his "outstanding teaching 
style" and "dedication and devotion 
to student success." 

Photo by Priscilla Davis. 



Salisbury University researchers (Dr. Eric Uiebgold, Dr. Tami Ransom and graduate student 
Stephanie Lamb) prepare to study spotted turtles on the Delmarva. Featured on Delmarva Public Media 
radio, http://delawarepublic.org/term/science-health-tech 
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American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (ASBMB) 

The ASBMB student chapter (http://asbmb.org/education/studentchapters/) meets Tuesdays at 4 pm in 
HS209 to discuss current topics in molecular biology, genetics, cell biology, biochemistry and even a 
touch of microbiology. Members doing research share their interests and projects. The group recently 
invited Dr. Hal White, from the University of Delaware, to speak at the Biology Departmental seminar 
series and to meet with them for lunch before his talk. They also held a bake sale on November 3 rd , 
featuring periodic table brownies, cookies, cupcakes and spooky marshmallows. Everyone is invited to 
the meetings. If you are interested in joining the discussions or have a great idea about a potential topic or 
paper, contact the group’s president, Jenn Krieck (ikrieckl @ gulls.salsibury.edu) . If you would like to 
benefit from ‘official’ membership in the chapter, including a periodical from the national organization 
and funding opportunities, contact Dr. Patti Erickson ( pterickson@salisbury.edu) . Chapter renewal will 
occur in early December. 

BioEnvirons Club 

Are you interested in discussing the applications of biology, protecting the environment, and connecting 
with like-minded individuals? The BioEnvirons Cub consists of students who are passionate about the 
natural world and the science behind it. We are currently in the process of re-establishing the club on 
campus and are looking for new, enthusiastic members to help with our upcoming projects, including 
collaboration with the Lower Shore Land Trust. Past projects include beach clean-ups, volunteering for 
local non-profit organizations, and fundraising. Some opportunities we plan to schedule for you in the 
spring include hiking and camping! If this sounds like you, come out to our meeting held every Thursday 
at 5pm, after seminar, in the biology conference room. We look forward to meeting you! 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education: 

Student Research Participation at the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 

http:// orise. orau. gov/cdc/applicants/default.html 

Under this program, postgraduates, and students are provided opportunities to conduct research in 
infectious diseases, environmental health, epidemiology, occupational safety and health, exposure and 
disease registries, health investigations, toxicology, emergency response, public health. 

Prince Cedar Creek Institute: Undergraduate Research Grants for the Environment (URGE) 

Website: http://www.cedarcreekinstitute.org 

Program URL: http://cedarcreekinstitute.org/fieldstationopportunities.html 

Undergraduate Research Grants for the Environment (URGE) supports student-mentor teams conducting 
full-time scientific research projects in the natural sciences including biology, geology, chemistry, and 
zoology. 

Summer Intern Program in Planetary Science 

http://www.lpi.usra.edu/lpiintem/index.shtml 

The Lunar and Planetary Institute invites undergraduates with at least 50 semester hours of credit to 
experience cutting-edge research in the lunar and planetary sciences. Deadline January 8, 2016. 

Torrey Botanical Society Undergraduate and Graduate Student Training Fellowship 

Website: http://www.torrevbotanical.org/grants-awards/ 

Program URL: http://www.torrevbotanical.org/grants-awards/torrev-botanical-societv-undergraduate-and- 
graduate-student-training-fellowship/ 

The Torrey Botanical Society supports student training with an annual award of $1,000. Undergraduate 
and graduate students of plant science who are members of the Society are eligible to apply for this 
award. The award must be used to help pay the cost of taking courses at a biological field station. 
Applications will be judged by a committee of the Council of the Society, and recipients will be 
announced before 1 April each year. Deadline January 15, 2016 

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory: Undergraduate Research Program 

Program URL: http://www.cshl.edu/Education/Undergraduate-Research.html 

The Undergraduate Research Program (URP) at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CSHL) provides an 
opportunity for undergraduate scientists from around the world to conduct first-rate research. Students 
learn the scientific process, technical methods and theoretical principles, and communicate their 
discoveries to other scientists. Approximately 20 students come to CSHL each summer for the 10-week 
program, living and working in the exciting Laboratory environment. The 2016 URP Program will be 
held June 13 - August 13, 2016. Deadline January 15, 2016. 

University of Michigan: Summer Enrichment Program 

Program URL: http://www.sph.umich.edu/sep/index.html 

The School of Public Health offers health management and policy internships and class work in a summer 
program that addresses these health disparities. The internships, which provide paid placements in 
hospitals, community health programs, public health departments, and other health services and public 
health agencies in Detroit, Ann Arbor and Flint, enable students to work in organizations that confront 
these disparities every day. Deadline January 15, 2016. 
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OPPORTUNITIES Cont. 

University of Pennsylvania: Summer Undergraduate Internship Program 

Website: http://www.med.upenn.edu/bgs/applicants suip.shtml 

The internship program provides an intense research experience to students interested in graduate study in 
the biomedical and biological sciences. Interns complete ten weeks of full-time laboratory research, attend 
state-of-the-art research seminars, and receive career counseling from program faculty and administrators. 
The program seeks to encourage and prepare talented students to pursue careers in scholarly research. 
Deadline February 1, 2016. 

University of California, San Francisco: Summer Research Programs 

Program URL: http://graduate.ucsf.edu/srtp 

UC San Francisco offers summer research opportunities for undergraduate students in the health sciences. 
Deadline February 1, 2016. 


CONFERENCES and TRAVEL 




Dr. Les Erickson’s research lab 
visited Evolution Brewery to 
obtain samples of beer aged in old 
wine barrels in order to identify 
the yeasts involved in the aging 
process. 


Photo by Evo public relations. 


Agar plates show some of the 
isolated yeasts that are currently 
being identified using PCR and 
DNA sequencing. 
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American Society for Human Genetics 

Dr. Patti Erickson’s Contemporary Genetics (Bio1440) students and others attended the American Society 
for Human Genetics conference on October 9, 2015 in Baltimore, MD. Their main focus was to hear Drs. 
Jennifer Doudna and Emanuelle Charpentier speak about their ground-breaking work in genome editing 
using CRISPR-Cas technology. Clustered regularly interspaced palindromic repeats (CRISPR) and the 
CRISPR-associated (Cas) endonuclease are part of an adaptive immunity system in prokaryotes, which 
can readily be programmed to genetically engineer almost any genomic sequence within any organism. 
The potential therapeutic applications for this technology, including germline gene therapy, are 
incredible! They attended sessions on topics including cancer genetics and whole genome sequencing 
analyses; policy and genetic counseling issues were also highlights. 



Mike Robben, Brittney Lozzi, Dr. Patti Erickson, Andrew Baskerville, 
April DeMell, Joe Perucci, Rachel Keuls, and Andrea Korell. 
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ENVR 495 Environmental Field Studies: Wildlife Conservation in Trinidad 

This past summer, seventeen students, along with their instructors Dr. Reema Persad-Clem and 
Dr. Tami Ransom, were part of a Wildlife Conservation course to Trinidad focusing on conservation 
issues such as habitat degradation, global warming, and sea-level rise that are important globally and to 
Trinidad. 

Students spent eight days learning about and participating in leatherback sea turtle conservation 
with local conservation groups in two beach communities. This work entailed patrolling beaches at night, 
collecting data on turtles, and tagging turtles with both flipper tags and pit tags. Students learned about 
other eco-tourism and research initiatives in these areas as well. 

The class also spent 10 nights at Asa Wright Nature Centre in the northern mountains of 
Trinidad. For part of their stay, the students worked on small group projects, with a focus on projects that 
might benefit the Nature Centre. Projects included: producing a more accurate map of the current trail 
system, designing an ethogram activity for visiting school children, examining the correlation between 
human trail use and animal use of trails, studying the activity patterns of leafcutter ants, adding several 
frog species to the center’s Live Interpretation Guide, producing a bellbird brochure and accompanying 
cards focusing on keystone species, producing an ethnobotanical guide to some plants commonly found at 
Asa Wright, and conducting a study of the differences in hummingbird species diversity at the bird blind 
compared to the herb garden. Upon returning to the states, the students spent another five days 
completing their projects. All materials produced were sent back to Asa Wright, and will hopefully be of 
use to guests and guides. 



On the way back from an early morning 
Matura beach patrol to do leatherback nest counts. 
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ENVR 495 Environmental Field Studies: Wildlife Conservation in Trinidad Cont. 




Measuring distance of leatherback Leatherback turtle flipper tagging 

turtle nest from edge of vegetation. 



Leatherback turtle nest excavation to 
check for mortality & viability 



Baby Leatherback 


7 








November 2015 
Newsletter 


HENSON SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 


ENVR 495 Environmental Field Studies: Wildlife Conservation in Trinidad Cont. 



Adult Leatherback 


PUBLICATIONS 

Kumudini A. Munasinghe, Jurgen G. Schwarz, and Matthew Whittiker. 2015. Utilization of Chicken 
By-Products to Form Collagen Films. Journal of food processing. Article ID 247013, 6 pages. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2015/247013 

Williams, E.E. 2015. Docosahexaenoic acid induces death in murine leukemia cells by activating the 
extrinsic pathway of apoptosis. Journal of the Washington Academy of Sciences, 101(2): 13-38. 


HOMECOMING 2015 



President Dudley-Eshbach and Sandy Ramses take on the men in a game of Corn hole. 
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ALUMNI NEWS 

Debra Flint (Registered Patent Agent) just completed her M.S. degree at Johns Hopkins University with 
concentrations in Biotechnology Enterprise and Regulatory Affairs. 


Caitlin Cusick and Vince Lubetski are engaged. 
Vince is a third-year medical student at the 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine's 
doctor of osteopathic medicine program, which he 
is expected to complete June 2016. 

Vince graduated with his BIOL degree (and CHEM 
minor) from SU in 2012 (with a 4.0 GPA). 



Kieu Nguyen Markiewicz (12’) is currently working in cancer research at the Cancer Center at Greater 
Baltimore Medical Center as a Clinical Research Associate. 

Julie Meyer just received a prestigious L’Oreal Women in Science Fellowship. Julie is featured in the 
video link provided below. 

http://www.lorealusa.com/Foundation/Article.aspx?topcode=Foundation AccessibleScience Fellowships 

Dr. Lisa M. Milke (97’ Dual degree program) received her PhD from Dalhousie University in 2006. She 
is currently a fisheries biologist at the NOAA Milford Lab in Connecticut. 
http://nefsc.noaa.gov/nefsc/Milford/staff/milke.html 

Mike Wiley (05), just published a paper in the New England Journal of Medicine titled, Molecular 
Evidence of Sexual Transmission of Ebola Virus. He and his collaborators at the U.S. Army Medical 
Research Institute for Infectious Diseases at Fort Detrick worked in Liberia in early 2015. Mike was 
interviewed by Nature and this research involved the largest outbreak of the Ebola Virus in history. 


Editor: Dana Price 
Coeditor: Dr. Judith Stribling 

If you have announcements to add or general comments regarding the Newsletter, please email 
dlprice @ salisbury.edu. 
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